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An Indlan Pipe Dream,

Our uelghbor the World emits thesa
Beautiful and Instriuctive sentiments

“Permanent peace 1 Mexico Is not to
ba secured by parlevs. 1t must be forti-
Aed by deeds. It Is to be guaranteed by
the liberation of the people, by thelr pos-
session of the land, by enlightened govern-
ment and by the unselfish assistance of
the people of the United Stutes.’

A lurge order and a long contract.
One of the most ditienlt campalgus of
education. Divide the great estates
and public lands into small holdings
Wipe out the debts that Keep the pwons
aseript to the glebe. Good. But who
is to liberate themn from the hablts
of generations, to insure them posses.
slon, to free them from pulgue and the
natural as well as the Indian desire
not to do any more work than they
have to, to substitute prudence for uge
long lmprovidence, 1o repress guiabling
Who is to give thew, if they are o
have a hand in the government, a
government more enlightened than its
iliiterate source?

And what I8 “the unselfish assist-
auce,” destined to what warm welcome
from its beneficlaries can be lmagined,
“of the people of the Unlted States” to
be* Is it permanent occupation? 1=
it a protectorate? Who guarantees
this “guaranteed” liberty and land po-
sesslon? There will be some sort of
joint resolution by Congress, we sup-
pose : and the character, the tempera-
ment will be made over thereby. |

Otherwise some hundreds of years,
wight be needed for the task: and the
TUnlted States might not have lelsure
or means for nelghborhood settlement
work.

Cuba Under President Menocal,

A vear ago to-day General Magrio
MexocAaL was Innugurated as President
of the republic of Cuba. In ne other
year in the last twenty, since 1804, bas '
there been presented to American read-
ers less news from Cuba, less comment |
on Cuban affalrs and conditions, This
fact, however, s not to be interpreted
as Indicative of otficlal Inactivity. On:
the contrary, General MeNocar has
done much, but he has done it gquiatly
and tactfully. There have been no
spectaculiar displays of power or policy,
and there have bheen no startling or
seriously disturbing scandals. There |
has been nothing to inspire sensatioual |
newspaper treatment. |

The efforis of I'resldent MeNocar, ef-
forts so obvious thuat they have been

| "BALTIMORE

el ou sugar, but to o glut fn the !
world's sugar =upply. rom that glut
and the consequent low price of raw |
sugar the Cuban producers have suf |
fored  seversly  Thers was nlko a
shrinkage in the tobnceo  Industry,
Cuba's product of Importance next to
suar. The Lomedinte situation s un-
foviunnte but not vet to be regarded as !
serlous'y alorming. The crop season |

| now closing shows Hitle or no lmprove: | schemes

ment over its predocossor

To Cubua's Prestdent on his record

pilments and tts hest wishes, |

Competens v as Exemplified hy '!P---!
retary Beyvan |
Wilie the delogntes In !
cratle convention of 102
gllug over the nowluntion of a can
didate for Prestdent those who held
membership in the commition on reso-
Iutlons enfoyed a calm and peaceful eox
istence,  Thelr fellow platform maker,
Witntas J. Bryvax of Nebraska, volun- |
teered to do all the work, aimd Wl 1t
Mr. Bavay let |t known that his
presence st Rattimore was doe o thires |

the Demn.
Wers sifag-

b

 ambitions

He wanted o campalgn committes
which wonld aot “bushwhaek™ the can-
didate. He wanted 1o help bring about
the nowmioation of a progressive for
Prosident.  He desired the adoption of |
a progressive platform, Throughont
the deliberations of the committes on
resolutions the declaration of party
principles wus known as the "I'u-,v.-ml
platform.”  Mr. Bayvax's aseendency In |
its preparation was recognized by all,
That he was pleased with It the sub-
Jolned excerpts from his numerous out- |
givings on this subject two years ngo |
ufford convincing evidence |

“In knowing what the platform s we |
feel that i1 will help him [(the nominea) |
In his nght

“It I= the most progressive platform |

| needed

1murnl from exports, constituting ap- | lsts may accept and the United States
| proximately 95 per cent, of the output, | recognize,

| were about S28,000000 below the re
'turun of 12 The present low retall | will he presented by Mr. Justice Lasmag
L price of sugar. here and In all other | and Mr. LEnMaNs, the delegntes of the
. Tmu:mrh-n. i= due not to change in our United States,

President Wirsox also homa plan that

1f that plan were baldly
ellmination of General HUErTA
head of the provisional Govern-
meat In Mexico the conference might
s well pot meet, It may be assumed

the
ns

that the retirement  of  President
Luvenra 1s an ineldent only of Mr
Wirsax's programme of “permanent

setiement,” and that no ohjection will

e made to the Metator's saving his!

face,
of government conditioned
upon war ceasing in Mexico will prob-

iulnl,v be far apart, and the fact that
po | for the year T SUs axtends its com- | the Constitutionallsts are not ropro-l
sented mokes the work of the confee.

ence perplexingly difficalt but by uo
means a forlorn hope,

Suceess will depend  malnly apon
guaranties given by the United States
to the reform as wol! as to the conser-
vittlve olement in Moxico nnd nga con-
cesslone made by President HTLRTA'S
snpporters and mdorsed by the United
Kiates  The affect of the continuation
of the stragz'e 'n the fisld upon the

forasecn, A serles of quickly won vie-

in the beginn!ng the rmjmr'tiwt

|
|

Axton Rarr, who sang In the elgh-
teenth century. MALIBRAN managed to
get on withont a final “” and La-
BLACHE, the great basso, succeeded with
a French name. In recent years two
distinguished Americans, CLara Louvise
Kerrooss and ANNie Lovise CARY, Fose
to the top without changing their
numes; and of course Srms Rerves and
CrHariLes BANTLEY must be remembered
for the glory of Britain,

HBut perhaps so far as this country is
concerned the custom of glving operas
with the original texts and the conse
quent assembling of companies of sing-
ers of varlous nationalitles has done
more than anything else to abolish the
custom of changing names, From the
Metropolitan Opera House the habitual
use of the real name spread through
Furope, and now Americans use Amerl-
can names, singing in Berlin, Rome or
Vienna,

The ruling of Secretary GaRKIBON

{fAind the statement that out of a total of

that even the small details of army
newa may be given to the newspapers
only from his own lip= 1s discouraging. |
The Becretary has heretofore been re-
garded as representing the element of
common #ense in President WiLsox's |

| Cabinet
doliborutions of the confersnce cannot be

tories amd Fapld advances hy tie insar- |

gont commanders would probahly ren-
der the conference abortive, bat a
stubborn  reststunce by the  Federal
forces as they were drawn In toward
the capitnl should, in protracting the
campalgn, prove favorable to compro
mise and  the final saccess of  the
medintors,

What the Pollee Are For,

Clty Chamberinin Broere as a spokes-
man of “a sclence of public administra-
tlon™ 1% trying to ireadiate the police
with the Hzht of that gclence

“The policamen should keep their eyves
thelr work, The traffic men
blessed, for their work s
and educational lines,
whereas the other members of the force
deal mostly with What Is
{« for the policemen to feel that

fixed upon
are tha most
along congEtructive

repression

they have the opportunity to do a great

ever framed In a Democratic convention. | work in the betterment of =ocial condls
“That means it I8 the most progressive | qlons.’

IVRSTNEIR RYBE MOGPING. R TR SN All sciences are now a part of one
S KW IO WA W TR DeSeN stupendous whole, social service.” But

will respond to it |
“Tt jg m remarkable document since the duty of the police I3 the en-

“The unanimity with which It was ac-

cepted was insplring
“om the questions of party principles
the Democrats this veuar are apparently

In accord.™

These enthusinstic phrases and many
others of u similar tenor were used
by Mr. Bevany when the platform was |
warm under his hand, at the time he
and Senntor O'GORMAN were busy us
a sub-commiitee of the sub-committes
of eleven In whipping it into shape, In
his remarks there Is ne bint of con-
ceuled purposes, Luperfect declarations,
no suggestion that conventlion, commit-
tee or sub-committee did not know ex-
actly what they were nhout,

Yet toaday the same Bgyas, dizoltied
by the title of Secretary of State, re-
cords lu bis personusl newspaper the re. |
repudintion of a plank of that plat-
form by the men who composed that
convention as o trinmph of Democracy
and a renunciation of a false, dishon-
andd  Indefensible docteine, In his
Commaner, over his own  signature,
Secretary Bryas writes thus:

esl

CONVENTION  AGAINSET  FREE
TOLLS

* denator GokRe has made a poll of the
delegutes to the Ballimore convention of
1912 and has so far recelved answer from
B45 delegates out of the 1 100,

“Of those voting 882 favor the repeal
of the free tolls law, 120 are against re-
peal and 38 are noncommittal,

“The advocates of repeal therefore num-
ber more than 130 in excess of & major-
1ty that Is to say, if the convention
were now In session and the question
wers put up to the delegutes, the advo-
cates of repeal would have a majority of !
more than 260 even If &)l of those who
have pot voted and those who answer
noncommittal were counted with the op-
ponents,

“This would seem to be a conclusive |
answer to those who in spite of the plank
against subsidies regard the free tolls
pliank &8s binding on the party.

"W, J. HBryan"

The career of WitLianm J, Bryan has |
heen rich In contradictions and absurd-
Itles, His untrustworthiness us a coun- |

;jhould be xed.

forcement of the laws and the repres-
slon of crhwme, 1t Is upon that and not
upon soclal betterment that their eyes
If metbers of the foree
could be strictly and steadily held to
that work It would be the best “social
service” they could do pud the only one
Justly to be expected of them. ‘Their
duty seems simple enough, yet It has
not always been fulfilled. The foree,
now lLrrgely composed of clean young
men who are remote from the seandais
of the past, must be often puzzied as
to what is expected from It by its su-
periors.  Hitherto, for the most part,

Rights of State Ilunln_lnd Trust Coms

a spasmodic and often sensational In- |

sistence upon the enforcement or non-
enforcement of certain lnws has seemed
to be the poliey of the department, To
spaid” gambling houses aud poolrooms,
to  prevent people from eating and
drinking as late as they like to, at rare
intervals (o make a demonstration
aninst funday opening of liquor sheps;
a feverish intermittent expenditure of
police energy on mugnitied non-essen-
tinls has been the rule.

Under the present administration a
greater sense of proportion Is to be
hoped and has been indicated.  To pre-
serve publle order and the security of
life and property, to prevent and de-
teet erlme: this is the business of the
police.  They should honest, hu-
muane, intelligent, polite; but they have
a definite otfice and seope of employ-
ment, They uare not misslonaries or
settlement workers or uplifters. 1f
they will “deal mostly with repres

Ims

andd pragmatical interference they will
do thelr plain duty, they will ns a mat-
ter of fuct do a good deasl for the “bet-
terment  of soctal  conditions.”  The
favorite American way of bettering go-
cinl conditions 18 to howl for and pass
more laws, while the old ones slesp
toothless on the stutute books.

Retirement or Reenlistment ?

Senator Roor's strong desire and re-
solve to leave publie Hfe at the end of

overlooked, have been directed toward | sellor and gulde has bheen frequently | his term in the Sennte ave well known,

the conduct of an honest and efficient
adminigtration In the Island. He has

exposed. Among the incidenis that |
bave discredited his Judgment and |
|

His 11fe has been erowded with unre-
mitting labor, In his profession and in

indulged in no dresms of au immediate | exhibited his Ineapacity surely none | Kis egreer he has had enough of honors.

correction of ull existing evils, an Im-
mediate establishment of an ideal gov-
ernment.  His most spectacular act
was in counection with the so-called
Ports Improvement Company, a $10,.
OO0 concern organized under the
previous administration In fagrant vio-
lation of the laws of the Islund, and
declared by the Supreme Conrt to be
without lega) existence, T'wo or three
other concerns call for and may recelve
similar attention,

Until the official accounts have been
presented It Is impossible to say how |
far General Mexocar has succeaded in
his efforts to conduct an d-u‘nlmmi('ulL
Government, a proceeding perhaps even |
more difficult in Caba than in this coun- |
try.  Should it appear that he has
failed in his purposes In that dirvection, |
no one in the United States can with |
grace or propriely point any tinger of
scorn at him.  The lndleations are that
he has attalned some measure of sue-
cess.  The notable fentures of hils ad-
ministration have been houesty and a
broad patristism. s policies and his
acts have been national and not partl-
sun, and there s ground for hope If not
for hellef that his conduet and his high
principles will exert 4 wholesome and
enduring influence.  They have at leust
deserved a larger uttention and sup-
port in this country than has been ae-
cordad them.

Leonomicaliy the isinnd has suffered
somewhat from teade depression.  The
sugnr erop, on which the slawl depends
turgely for (ts commercinl activity, was
enormons, bul prices verged on the dig
astrous. The erop of 1014 excesded the

crop of 1912 by 555000 tons, but the

I8 more extraordinary than the dis- |
closure of his Incompetency which i-e,
fnvolved In the history of the Pannma
tolls plank of the Democratic plutform
of 1012,

The Pence Conference, ;
As the A B € madiation conference |
opens at Ningura Palls 1t may be ns- |
sumed that the eminent advocutes wlml
represent the provisional Government |
and huve the welfure of the whulom-um-i
try at heart, Have they come so far
to deliver the message that under no
cireumstances will Genernl Horprra re-
tire from the Presldency? It may he |
taken for granted that they bear in- |
stractions  contempluting his stepping
aside upon conditlons proposed by him |
that find favor with his supporters,
Musterful as he Is o character and
temper, Genernl HUERTA ecannpot rule
alone: he must conslder the interests
of those from whom he derives his
power, and they constitute the econ-
sernviive element In Mexico,  Senor
Roorierrz and his assoclates represent
this element and are not mere pawns
of General Huewra, It I8 not to be
supposed that they will lay their cards
face up on the table, hut they st
have a plan of settlement subject 1o
modifications In a peace conference
such as the Ambassadors of Argenting,
Brazil and Chile have eallsd,  This ob-
viously Is not General Horrra's Indl
vidual proposal ln the nature of an ulti-
matum, but what the conservative olo. |

Nutural and to he respected {x his wish
for some respite and repose at 70, his
age next vear, after sueh varied and
fruitful toil.

But the Republican party and the
country may well protest sgalnst this
deserved furlough, Where else shall
they look for the mastery of publie
bnsiness, the konowledge of constitn-
tlonal and international lnw, the long
experience, the unerring judgment, the

| In Mesico are men of patriotie ,,.,rl,,‘,,-,.luulhnrn_v of # great Intellect in s

prime applied to affairs?

The Republlean party needs  Mr,
Roor. Congress and the country need
Indispensably his knowledge, sagacity,
prodence,  patrlotism  and  wisdom,
It must bhe admitted with pegret that
in regnrd to foreign affairs the Admin-
istratlon I= sadly to seek,  The Senate
is by no means rich, is o faet lamen-
tubly scanty, in high talents and states-
munlike capacities. 1t caunot spare
Frinv Root,

The “Stage™ Name In Opera.

A wrlter in the Providenee Jowrnal
vecently made the death of Mme, Nor-
vica the foundation for some comment
on the use of stage nwmes n the oper-
athe workd, and declared that it was no
longer necessary for a singer to nssuime
u forelgn name in order to secure 1
pmblic suceess,  True, It was at one
thme the genernl custom to adopt an
Tt ian nawe IF one intended to make a
coreer ln Dalian opera ; ot there were
always exceptions.  Even in Europe,
where Ttnlian opera relgned from Ber.

ment in Mexieo has to offer to bring | lin (o Nuples, Itallan names were not
the civil war to an end and establish | always used.

a Government which the Constitutional-

i
e mortified |
abroad after

New Yorkera need not
that so few of them are
1 o'vlock us to make 1L unprofitable |
to pay for an all night license. It is|
not any longer possible to Interast the,
citlzens  exclusively In the refres<h- |
ment, llguld and otherwise, that such
piaces have to offer. That may have !
been possible in the past. Now there|
must be an addittonal attraction, and’
that hus come to be the Inevitable
dance. We have yeot to hear of a htl”}
with & dancing llcensa that found It
unprofitable ta “keep open” until 2|
o'clock.

oEEEE——
A SOURED URBAN Bl OOLIC.

Cleaning Yards of Twigs and Leaves
No sweet Portical Task,

To viue Eoiton or THe Bun-—Sir: It
“Once Rural,” whose Jetter on the clearing
of country yards of leaves and twigs ap-
peared lrr Tue Bow of May 17, ahall
finally declde to “move back Into the
country where ha can have a yard to
clenn” lst him come down to this de-
lectable country and 1 shall give to him
Just such a job as he seams to love,

For two weeks | have been engaged,
with an assistant, in removing dead leaves |
and twigs from around my place, and |
am prepared to say that it is about as
“rotten” a joli as can be imposed upon
any man. As to the “pungent and de-
lghtful" odors from the fires about which
“Once Rural” 18 so enthusiastie, to most
peaple they must be only second to the
fumes of a tanyard

Our house ls on the edge of n forest,
and every spring the leaves lle almost
Kknes deep for several hundred feet round
about . su the magnitude of the removal
may be appreciated,

'ossibly this epringlike weather, fol-
lowing so closely the cold and ralns of
the eurlier part of the month, has awak-
ened “Once Rural" to the joy of living
and revived in him the spirit of romancs
Anyway he |5 Interesting even If we do |
not agree with him ANTI-TWia.

SovTHAMPTON, L. I, May 19,

THE FEDERAL RESERVE “T.'

panics Under Section 2. i

To THE EviTor or THE SUN—Sir: Sec- |
tlon 2 of the Federal reserve uact pro- |
vides that every natlonal bank must, and |
every eligible bank and every trust coms
pany within the District of Columbla
may, becoms & member of a Federal re-
serve bank by signifylng In writing within
sixty davs after the passage of the act
Its acceptance of the terms and pro-

| visions thereof.

L or for
| quently

Lston” If without overzealous fussiness |

t
\

|

| fure of the people of the United States.

! the tarif.

This would seem to preclude the right |
of State bunks to membership unless ex-
ercised within the prescribed period of
s!xty Jdays.  And further, In the applica-
tion for stock in a Federal reserve bank
it requires a Ntate bank or trust come
pany to adopt a resolution declaring that
in accordance with sald section 2 it duly
notifled the organlization committee of Its
Intention, &c.

Nevertheless, the organization board has
announeced that a Stute bunk may come in
ut any thme, 1s this not In confllet with
the wet? Furthermore it seems that the |
uet makes no provision for trust com-
panies outslde the District of Columbia
national banks organized subse-
to the expiration of the sixty
davs following the passage of the act. |

NEw York, May 19, N. X.

THE SERVICE OF MANKIND,

What Business of This Country Is the
Mexiecan Land System?

To THe Epitor or THe BunN—=~8ir: It
was Interesting to read in to-day's Svw,
afterward copled in other journals, that
Huerta was not after all the great
incubus that FPresident Wilson and his
assoclates were fighting, but Instead, the
whole system of land procefure through-
out the Republic of Mexico.

This Is a serious matter for the United
States, whether Huerta Is alding or not.
The Mexleans or any fraction of them
would be entitled to say to us, politely or
otherwise, that it would be proper for us
to attend to our own bhusiness. Their
svstem of land holding Is their own, thelir
system of colonizing (s thelr own, and |
President Wilson and assoclates are not
justined In opposing It, deriding it and
trying to pull it down, There seems to
be o want of judgment and foresight in
Washington that insplres alarm,

Who |5 responsible? E T W

New York, May 18,

Opportunity for a Service to Humanity,
To THr Eprror or THe SBUN—Sir: 1
am an Amerlean wage slave, unable to
get the land 1 want because It is owned
by a rich man who positively refuses to
gell It o terms possible for me to meet.

1 read In Tue Bun that President Wil-
gon intends to make the rich men who
own the land In Mexico divide up with
the wage sluves of that country,

1 wonder whether, If T were to tell him |
about the land 1 want—Iit !s a high bluff |
overlooking a lake In northern New York, |
and Is now used for no productive pur-
pose—Fresident Wilson would send some
soldiers with me to tuke It from the man
who owns It now and glve it to me,

1f he would I should go up there this
summer and spend the vacation that my
owner lets me have, LaND HUNGRY.

New York, May 19,

Welfare and Warfare,

To Tne Epitor or THE SuN—S8ir: The
answer to the editorial article in yester-
day's BN “War for the Bake of Mankind”
is simple. Peuwcs und good order In
Mexico are essential for the general wels

Rocyr eaTer, May 18, WALTER HaLL.

In the Century Magagine for June Alvin L.
oburn has eight artistlo photographs of
Furopean scenes, Arnold Hennett begins a
water trip through Holland, A, B, Faine a
motor tour of Europs, J. Muller describea
Camagusy, E. ¥. Benson 8hah Jelian's throns
and ¥. W. Huard a French electlon, Count
Palstoy gives reminiscences of his father,
Judith Cladel continues hers of Rodin, Mau
rice ¥, Egan talks of the simple life, C. W,
Macfariane discusses the Gex portrait of
Hyron, I A, Mtose analyazes the Scundinavian
immigrants, and J. D. Whelpley writes on
Thers nra six short stories, the

Beginning of & serial by G. Bronsou-Heward,

The first of the famous tenors wWas | gnd thres posms.

Ctatlons in Amerion, and must look else-

| the proposed regulations are adopted the

HIGH BUILDINGS.

A Protest Against the Proposed Plan
of Regulation,

To rue Eprror oF THE Sun—8{r: The
adoption of a pollecy for the regulation
of the helght and area of bulldings is a
matter of the highest Importance to the
city, for It 1s llkely to Influence pro-
foundly Its future growth and welfare.
It !s & subject which should be studied
from every standpoint and In all its bear-
ings.

The Helght of Builldings Commission
has presented an able and elaborats re-

port containing information of great
value for use In arriving at a wisa de-
elslon; but the commission Itself has

reached conclusions which appear to rep-
resent but a sngle point of view, for they
are in direct confilet with ths uniform
practice of all European oitles, with
much of the svidence of thelr own re-
port, and with the opinlon of many who
have given® careful study hers ‘o the
subject, 3

In the report of the commission we

02,749 bulldings In Manhattan only 1,241
are &8 high as ten stories, that s (o say,
less than one and one-third per cent. of
the total: hut even this ecomparatively
small percentage of high builldings lLas
produced conditions which are fast be- |
coming Intolerable, Regulations for their
corfection should certalnly be tmade, but

It 1s only reasonable to demand that when
mude they shall be of a wind likely w!
be effective In accomplishing thelr object.
Is the plan propossd by the Helght of
Bulldings Commilssion of that nature” |

Before attempting to answer this ques- |
ton, let us briefly enumerate the chief
causes of complaint against Ligh butld-
Ings and taks note of the ovident disad-
vartages and advantages which acquaint-
ance with them hus disclosed : |

The oo great congestion of the strests, |

The shutting out of sun and lght from
strects and bulldings |

Incereane In Lhe fire risk owlng to the!
danger of the spread of flames from one
high bullding to another and the Jdiffi-
culty of fighting fire at such great altls|
tudes,

Injustioe as between nelghboring prop-
erty vwnere In the preemption of light.

The inflation of vaiuea within certain|
narrow lUmite at the expense of the sur-
rounding land.

The obligation  which these inflated
values imposes on the land owner teo|
build and add to the congestion to eseap.
by taxation

Tha di urement of the city

But the fact should not be overlooked
that  along  with  these disadvantages
migh buldings have thelr good polints,
which must be taken Into account to form
a fulr estimate: |

When not teo close together they af-|
ford most agreeable, healthful and de-
sirable gquarters.

They Increase the avallable floor area.

They Increase the value of land by

! permitiing greater use to be made of It

They swell the

Sume of them are very good looking
and have come to be regarded as dis-
tinctive of our type of architecturs,

An examination of these two lists will
show that all the evils of high bulldings
with perhaps the one exception of ugli-
ness are due to overcrowding, while all
their good qualities are dependent upon
not  overcrowding: we may therefore
sufely wlude that no plan which pers
mite the crowding together of high build-
'ngs can be successful. One cannot cat
his enke and have it too, nor shut out|
his light and still possess |t

There are evidently but two ways of
securing light for clties:

Either to limit sufficlently
of the bulldings, or else to

Heparats them #0 as (o let
and llght The former plan s
all European cities, and the
height which any city has thought prac-|
ticable to permit is 82 feet.. In  thel
Height of Bulldings Commission’'s report |
there is a table of the helght limits in
twenty-nine of the chief citles of Europe,
and the average & 871 feet. |

The plan suggested by the commission |
would permit the covering of about 80/
per oent. of the area of the lot to a|
height certainly three times and prob-|
ably four times as great as the European |
oities, after hundreds of years of ex-|
perience, have found 1t wise to allow, Is
such a height practicable for New York,
and if so, why?

Can any one point to a single disad- |
vantage of high bulldings, as enumerated |
above, which would be overcuome by the
adoption of that plan? Or to one of |
thelr good features, which can be re-
tained by the adoption of that plan? |

These are questions which cannot be
answered In the aMrmative because the
plan permits of the crowding together of
high buildings If adopted it must fall,|
because It |w based on the fulse ussumpe
tion that high bulldings can be crowded |
together with Impunity.  Indeed, 1t ly|
probable that !f adopted it will prove|
worse than & failure and uactually ag-|
gravats and Intensify present evils.

It Is a well known fact that when a|
limit of helght is once set In a city al- |
most every new bullding is carrled up
to that limit; just as when street lines
are fixed almost every bullding is bullt |
on the line. We have had practically
no experience with general helght lim-

clty's tax roll

the height |

in the air

where to observe results, 1s it wise to
begin our experience by going directly |
counter to what the experlence of other
places has taught?

Anybody who ls acquainted with ocon-
ditions In the great citles of Europs need |
not be told that 1t would be Impossible|
to accommodate much more trafMc thnn:
now crowds the streets

In the heart of Parls ocongestion has |
reached the verge of Impracticability,
yet, according to the tubla above referred |
to, the helght of bulldings In Parle is|
lmited to 65 fect 4 Inches. How could |
the streets of Parls possibly accommo- |
date even half agaln as much trafic as|
now congests them” What then shall ha
sald of the wisdom of placing three or
four cities of the height of Parls on top
of one another, with narrower streets and
permission 10 cover a greater percentuge
of the land?

According to the report of the Helght
of Bulldings Commission the average
helght of bulldings in Manhattan is 4.8
storles,. Even In  the distrliet  below
Chambers street, whers most of the high
bulldings are, ths average helght Is
probably almost a story less than that

within an equal area in the heart of
Paris.
This is a matter which is very little

understood here. The notlon s prevalant
that New York Is a very high city, and
80 It is In spots, but Its average Is low.
Change here, however, |s rapld, and if

average helght of New York will soon
outdistance that of European oities and
we shall come face to face with an im-
possible situation, 1If It were not for this
popular misconception as to the helght
of New York, t¢ Is probable wa should
hear little about fixing A height limit
four or five times greater than has bheen
found practicable in Europe.

It 1= not diMcult to see what was the
governing conslderation which prompted
the commisslon in its fAndings, Kven If
Mr. Purdy hud not sald that land values
must be preserved, the recommendations
admit of no other explanation, Hut will
the necessity to crowd high bulldings to-
gether permanently preserve values? Can
values which have for thelr basls the
mistaken nssumption that wull the land
can be occupled by high bulldings be pre-
served In any event?

At present land = nssessed in certaln
districts on such a scale that no bullding
of & helght which would be thought rea-
sonable In other places can earn more
than the taxes, and the owner must either
bulld high and shut out his nelghbors'
light or huve his property virtually con-
fiscated by the city, To attempt to
malintaln these unnatural values by fore-
ing grewler congestion seems a foolish
expedient, which can only be temporarily
successful

On the other hand If regulations are
made which will allow the bullder to ob-
tain all the floor space which cun be
properly lighted without Infringing on the |
Just rights of his nelghbors, we at once
stand on wolid ground  Why should we
adopt a plan which is but a slight modifi-
cation of one which is proving itself a

| Interesting,

complets fallurat Why not adopt ene
which s fundamentally right?

There I8 & perfectly practioal way by
which all the good features of high bulld-
Ings can be retalned and all thelr bad
ones avolded ; a plan which would protect
every land owner and tha publle In a
fuir share of the light of day, a plan
which would benefit all and Interfers with
no present value which Is not entirely
artificial and based on false assumptions.

To obtuin these results It Is only neces-
sary to establish a general haight limit
at & point which would ba effective In
securing light for streets and bulldings,
say at about once the width of the street,
with the right te bulld above that i'mit
to any height on a sufMclently restricted
proportion of tha lot, say 26 or %0 per
cent. of Its area, with the proviso that
where this mMght to bulld higher than the
general level ls sxercieed the whols build-
ing shall be bullt sbeolutely without :he
uge of wood or sther Inflammable material
ard the high part be set back somewhat
from the street.

If this were @done thers would be no
nead to Jdlstrict the city, for the city
would district itself automatically . eco-
nomie considerations would confine all
butldings within the general limit of
helght, except in districts where there
wns urgent need for more floor space
than could be supplied In that way Thus
a highly objectionabla feature of the
propored plan, the so-called districting,
could be eliminated,

Restrictions on property which llke this
are of a purely artificlal nature and
which do not clearly Justify themselves
to all as being evidently necessary and
right should be avolded where possible.

Unfortunately thie 18 rot the only one
of the sort econtained In the proposed
reguiations.

Owners are to ba deprived of thelr right
to build on 10 per cent. of the area of
their lots at the rear. The only possible

justification for such an Infringement on |

private rights would be public necess=ity;
but how can anything of the sort be
rhown? To prove that, one must also
prove that every city !n Europe is bullt

in violation of A necessary sanitary re- |

quirement, for none of them have 1t
Such regulations are unjust

chlevous and ahould not be tolerated
New York, May 19, EnNest Fraca,

THE NON-BOMBARDMENT OF
BELEM CASTLE.

Spirited Account of an Internutional
Incident In the Tagus River.

To THE EpiTok or Tue SuN-—8ir: The
lore of walutes demanded and given is
but the
manded and refused Is more Important
Among the salutes of imerast but of no
importance was that exacted in the spring
of 18656 from the Portuguess at Lisbon,
when they had fired on the Niagara. A
letter to ma from a navy friend then on
bourd the Sacramento describes the Inci-
dent briefly. 1 am sending you a copy.

Kxow NoTHING,

NEw Yomrk, May 19,

My Friexn ——, The matter about
which vou Inquire was not amusing llke
the other that came just before It at
Corunna.  Yet nelther was that one really
amusing to Americans on either side of
Dixle's line.

The Ningara, and her far gmaller com-
panion the Sacramento, had followed the
Stonewall ("Ramrod” Page her com-
mander) down to Lisbon after a short
interval. Coming In at nightfall we
found her anchored 'way up the river,
Just below the middle of the eity. Our
two ships then came to an anchor from a
thousand to fifteen hundred yards further
down, Next day 1 had the forenoon
watch At a quarter before nine the
quartermaster hurrled up to me saying,
“The Stunewall I8 spinning around, sir”
She was not spinning, but she certainly
was wheeling, and very short on her heel.
The movement looked queer enough. The
Stonewall was one of the first ships to
have twin screws,

A quick report to Captain Walke, a
beut to quarters, then cast loose and pro-
vide! These took perhaps three minutes,
and ull was ready, By this time the Stone-
wall was heading down stream and toward
the two of us. She passed by the Nlagara
and headed rather toward the Sacra-
mento. She passed on by us, and so
close that from the poop T could have
tossed aboard the traditional biscuit that
has never yet got wetted. Down the

river she steamed at a good speed, past
| Belem Castle—noble Moorish rellc—and,

some miles further down, past the palace
where long ago the Portuguese king and
his Ralnha (or else the reigning court
beauty) were sitting at a window to
watch Da Gama =ail against the current,
gafe home from the Boa Esperanza head-
land., Then she put hér helm a-starboard
and went! to sea.

in less than twenty-four hours after,

A little later In the duy Commodore
Craven of the Nlagara resolved to shift
our berths further up the river.
those times the Nlagara was longish.
Just there the Tagus Is narrow, but be-
low Belem it broadens out a little,

anchor and made down the river to reach |
the better place to turn in.
had mot abreast of Helem a popgun
battery in front of the castle, the guns
were two or thres pounders, opened fire,
A shot struck the mizzen lower rigging.
wounded a shroud perhaps, or cut a rat-
Iine. Craven stopped the engines, put
the helm over and lowered the flag to
halfmnst The popgun kept on popping.

There was a Portuguese sloop of war
at anchor there, more Inshore toward
Belem, Of a sudden her glg dropped

Into the water, and her captain inte the
glg. He pulled hard for the Niagara, As
goon as the officer in command of the bat-
tery saw this he ceased firing. By good

| luck no hurt had been done but to the

ghroud, the ratline and our feelings,

Then the Niagara's barge was lowered,
and the gig of the Racramento. Craven
and Walke went at once to the legation,
where they found our able Minister, Mr,
Harvey  He had lately been a Tribune
correspondent, The three made their way
to the palace of the Forelgn Minister.
To the Portuguese along the street the
march must have seemed Impressive
Craven, the bhest geaman in the navy and
also the strongest, was short, but of
enormous breadth of beam, of no great
depth of hold Indeed, but full in the
bows high up above the water line, 1
Ald not see the march. My impression is
that Craven carrled Harvey on his right
shoulder and Walke upon his left. After
entering the palace a fourfold conversa-
tlon followed, The precise words were
never reported to the squadron. The
story that ran about was that unless the
American fiag wers holsted above Belem
Castle at noon precisely on the day fol-
lowing and saluted, then the castle was
to he battered to the ground by 1 P. M.,
or as soon thereafter ns proved possible.
I think there was no truth in that ver-
sglon.  Craven was known to all of us as a
mun with a daveloped sense of taste, Ha
would sooner have fired into the high
bank opposite than have hurt the dear old
structure. In point of fact tha flag was
holsted above the tower the next day at
noon, and guns were Adlscharged up to
one-and-twenty, Whether the popguns, I
have forgotten: but they made as loud a
noise in every house in Lisbon as a bat-
tery of twenty-Inchers. The young hloods
of the city had it that Belem Castle had
been annexsd to the United States and
was now an American tower. And as for
the young women—this subject pains me
and 1 will say nothing except that the
Chiado (pronounced sheeahtho, with the
th quite soft) was for some while a leas
pleasant place to saunter up and down
between 8 and 4 In the afterncon than
it had been uforetime.

Perhaps Craven had not been so fore-
thoughtful as was his wont, Perhiaps be-
fore starting to shift his berth he should
huve sent word to the Forelgn Minister,
or to the War Minister, that he meant
to do this, and that he would go a little
further down stream to the broader part
of the channel where there was nora
room to turn around, The commander
of the popguns on the other hand was
forethoughtful in glving them so great an
elevation, if indeed the alm was not by
wocident. But he had made the mistake
of continuing lo fire after the fMag had
been lowered to halfmast and perhaps till
he oould not fire any lonwer without en-
dangering his comrade of the othoru?ﬂ:.

and mis- |

lore of salutes de- |

In no case would the |
law of nations permit us to leave harbor |

Tall- |
ing to the flood tide the Nlagara got up | which

When she '

URGES REFORMS LD
BY MANUFACTURERS

Cheney Points to Col. Mulhan
as Lesson to National
Association,

i

CRITICISM T8 APPLAUDED

Convention Will End To-nizht

With Big Dinner af
the Waldorf,

The Natlonal Association of Ao .
turers listened to plain talk yesterduy
from Howell Cheney of Cheney Mo
who did not mincs words regarding ¢ N
| troubles of the association last fai! w "

Congress was Investigating the fales »*
lobbying spun by the hour by ol wr
hall,

“If wa at all times had lved un "
| the social ideal of bearing our part of
| responsibility for the finding of & «
tion of the common and general protie s
we would not have been placed In the
sition of defendants of speclal Interests
Mr. Chensy said to the men on wioea
fuctories 15,000,000 Americans depsnt fop
a living.

"Certainly no body of people more
definitely appreciates the necessity for
, operation and for making all of the in.
tricate parts of our soclal mechanism ge .y
| together than does the great body of
manufacturers, If it has come about that
we have allowed ourselves to be relegutsy
to the position solely of fighting sga s
public legislation of a specific and in-
dividual character it I8 not ours now ‘o
complain that our Influence is lost”

Sees Need of Fighting Hasty Laws,

Having criticiaed frankly, the speakcr
went on to say Lhat the assoclation woud
Always be under the necessity of fight g
hasty, 1l advised lawmaking, but nie
| endeavor consistently to be In the 1.1
in alding changes to better the workers
lot.
| He was listened to with closs and cae

ful attention, but at the end of his ad

dresa strong applause showed that e
several hundred munufacturers In conven
| tion at the Waldorf believed his criticism
ijust and his counsel sound.

Another warning to the manfuacturers
| of whiat they must do to keep in the van
| of promrass came from I’ C. Schwedt.
| man, vice-president of the Racine-Sattley
| Compauy, who presented the report on
| workmen's compengation and sccident
| prevention. In it he sald:

“Social lagislation i= not going to stop
at workmen's compensation and accident
| prevention, nor ought it to stop there
| What are we golng to do about the mini-
'mum wage laws which have been en.
acted In varfpus Etates? Are we golng
to have universal sickness Insurance, un-
temnloyrm-rll insurance and old age pen
| etone? How about occupational diseases
snd a legal shorter work day? 1s strike
Insurance desirable? What is our plate
| form upon woman and child labor? Wit
inrp we duing to counteract the destru
tive tendencies of the 1. W, W.?

|
|

| Urges Earnest Cooperation,

' “To my mind tha National Association
| of Manufacturers should be the leader in
& movement to cooperate or tedernte all
enlightened Amer!ican employers' organiza-
| tions,

| “We have done excellent work
'of the directions | have mentloned, but
inot enough of it. Our principles and our
Iplultorm must be such that every far
minded man and woman will be with us
John Trix, president of the Americon
!Injeclor Company, presented a commit-
| tes report on fire prevention that mauadle
| some of the audience sit up stralght w
| interest and approval, He urged that the
| assoclation take a declded stand In favor
jof personal guilt In disastrous fires

in some

Urges Fixing of Personal Gallt.

“In this matter,” sald Mr, Trix, “we are
too lax in this country. Wherever it Is
| possible to fix personal gullt In fires, even
|1t the culpability is only from negligen e,

For | it ought to be done and done qulckly.”

| Fire Commissioner Robert Adaumson
| congratulated the manufacturers on thér
past work for fire prevention, a work upn
ths assoclation has spent muny
thousands of dollars. He told them that
“we no longer consider any fires unpre-
ventable except those due to earthquake
and lightning." New York should have
had only nineteen fires—due to lightning
solely—Ilust year instead of thousands.

Col, George Pope, president of the as
soclation, was in the chalr. Home of tha
other speakers yvesterday were Prof. 1. I
Breckenridge of Yale, . W. Price of the
Wisconsin Industrial Commission, J. R
Douglus of the United Gas Improvement
Company, and the Rev, I, R. Miles, pastor
of the Dwight Place Congregational
Church, New Haven

To-day I8 the second and last day of the
convention, which will wind up with a hig
dinner at the Waldorf to-night.

HINDUS SEEK ENTRY IN CANADA.

Shipload of 500 to Test Dominlon's
Exclusion Lawas,

VANCOUVER, B. C., May 19.—The Jupa
nese steamshlp Komagata Maru, wheh
is on the way to this port with )
Hindus, 18 expected to arrive Friday

cording to information recelved to-lay
She was chuartered by Curdit Singh, a
wealthy Hindu, to test the Canadian «x-
clusion laws, under which Hindu labor
has been prevented from entering .

Dominion,
April 14,

A recent court declslon held that "
ada was not justified In excluding Hin!
from the country. In spite of this !
Provinclal Government has ordered !
fmmigration authorities at Victoria
allow the Hindus to land. 'Thelr
will be ocontested on the ground
it would bhe a violation of ar ord
council passed April 1 prohihitine e
entrance of artisans and labopers !
perlod of ®ix months, and on the
of the law prohibiting the ent
Orlentia)s except by direct pagsuap
thelir niative country.

1f the persons behind the pres L
importation estublish that these | ]
brought are nelther artisans nor
then the second law will be used
them. It is said that none of the I L)
brought came direct from India, but !
200 of them cmme from Shangha
from Hongkong and the rest from
sakl, while the ship salled not fr n
Indian port, but from Shanghali

She salled from Shangha! on

“oss

CHURCH AGAINST SUFFRAGE

Methodist Conference Denles Women
Right to Vote at Meetings

OKLAHOMA CiTy, May 18- Deles h 1
to the Bouth Methodlst General Conte
snce decided to-day not to allow woned

to vote In district und general confers
The vole was construed as un expres:
of the church against woman suffrage
Women who wera permitted to 1-4;
ticipate In the conference debats W¢ .
themselves divided on the !ssua

It was recommended that Bishop A
W, Wilson, 80 years old, of .“II'L' noTes
be superannuuated. Bishop Wilson £

served for thirty-two years ss a Rivion
and |s eldest in the ecollege of 1.;. e
both In years and length of service :
was elecied at tha Nasghville (entis
Conterence in 1882,




